· Freedom means students are able to be themselves and have the right to express themselves through their behavior and opinions.  Educators have a responsibility to protect and respect students’ individuality and acknowledge their right to make choices for themselves.
· Justice means students have a right to school rules and consequences that are fair to everyone.  The right to justice also means students accused of misbehavior have the right to tell their side of the story.  For educators to listen to students in matters of concern and consider their views, demonstrates a sincere respect for a student’s sense of self worth.
· Equality means an equal educational opportunity for each student.  It means meeting the individual needs of every student in order to give each a chance to succeed in school.  Equality does not mean treating every student the same.  It means educators will respond to students’ individual needs so each will have an opportunity to succeed.




· Property loss and damage or Treat All Property with Respect:  The need to protect property personal or public property.  
· Legitimate educational purpose or Take Responsibility for Learning:  This is an opportunity for educators to set out rules and make decisions based on their professional judgment.  Educational curriculum, teaching methodology, assessment, homework, assignments, and testing are all examples of decisions educators make based on their professional judgment in order to carry out their professional responsibilities
· Health and safety or Act in a Safe and Healthy Way:  This is one of the principle roles of government responsibility and must be taken seriously.  Clear and published guidelines about the physical health and safety at school are essential to ensure a safe and secure learning environment.  This principle includes not only physical health and safety, but emotional and psychological health as well.  Students who tease and harass are affecting another student’s emotional health.  Vulgar language or bigoted slurs heard in hallways, classrooms or printed on clothing is not constitutionally protected speech.  
· Serious disruption of the educational process or Respect the Rights and Needs of Others:  Problematic in teaching and learning about this principle is the definition of “serious.”  Classroom disruptions can vary.  Expressing and discussing the various factors which can affect a good learning environment result in ownership by everyone and does much to avoid disruptive classroom behaviors.  Material disruptions can interfere with their education.    


After students learn about their rights in a democratic classroom, they need to know those rights are denied or moderated when they exercise individual rights that interfere with the welfare needs of others.  In other words, students cannot say nor do anything they want to say or do; expression and movement are limited
