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WELCOME TO THE IB UPDATE!
by Lauren Rollins - IB Coordinator

Welcome to the September edition of the Samuel Clemens International
Baccalaureate newsletter! Our goal is to keep all stakeholders (students, parents,
SCUC community) apprised of the amazing opportunities that are going on within
the IB program here at Samuel Clemens. We will publish this newsletter monthly
and feature our current IB students as well as our IB alumni. If you have any
questions about the program or suggestions for the newsletter, please email it to
LRollins@scuc.txed.net
Thank you for your time!
Lauren Rollins
IB Coordinator
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"Quote from Sarah"
SARAH

WARGO

C/O

2022

Madison Mullins was nominated to the Homecoming Court and Sarah Wargo won
Homecoming Queen. Both are in the 2022 IB cohort.

WHAT'S GOING ON IN IB
CLASSROOMS IN THE
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER?
Literature HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs. Rollins Students are finishing up reading, writing, and analyzing
the events, characters, and various motifs presented in
John Steinbeck's novel East of Eden.
Literature HL for Seniors - taught by Ms. Willis - Senior
English has been covering literary theory and critical
lenses. We are currently reading Shakespeare’s The
Merchant of Venice; we will be focusing on applying our
critical lenses to map ethics, multiple perspectives, rules
governing societies, and trends over time.
IB History of the Americas HL for Juniors - taught by
Mrs. Baker - Students have been introduced to our
practice IA (research paper) for this year. Students will
follow the same guidelines as their senior year IA. We
continue to cover early American history and focus on the
development of a national identity.

B History of the Americas HL for Seniors - taught by
Mrs. Frink - Students have been finishing up looking at
early colonial Americas as well as brainstorming our
research topics and questions for the Internal Assessment.
We will begin looking at Independence Movements in the
Americas next week.
IB Anthropology - taught by Mrs. Baker - Students have
begun reading our first ethnography. As we read, we have
applied our key concepts and the anthropological theories
we are covering in class.
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IB Math Applications - taught by Mrs. Smith - Students
have been working 3 different kinds of probability
distributions. Using new calculator skills to help solve
problems, we are practicing some hypothesis testing
methods to analyze data using comparisons.
Biology HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs. Armstrong Students have learned about macromolecules and cells.
They are working on drawing skills by creating a cell
structure infographic. They will also include analogies
comparing cell organelles something very different but
with a similar function.
Biology HL for Seniors - taught by Mrs. Armstrong Students are finishing up their study of the central dogma
of biology - How we go from DNA to RNA to proteins. On
IA Fridays, we work on and meeting checkpoints to
complete the IA for biology. Students had conferences to
discuss teacher approval of their investigation question.
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) for Seniors- taught by Mrs.
Mumme - Students have been exploring the knowledge
that the Human Sciences produces. We are finishing up our
unit on Knowledge and Indigenous Societies. They have
presented some interesting findings on the Indigenous
languages in the continental United States.
IB Spanish - taught by Señor Hecox - Students have been
reading an article from Guatemala about how they are
handling Covid. Students picked a second article from
another Spanish-speaking country to compare and contrast
how those two countries and the U.S. have handled Covid.
IB Art - taught by Mr. Lewis - Students have focused on
answering important TOK questions related to art, building
skills with new mediums, and reinforcing concepts with
mediums that students have prior experience with, as well
as having conversations about artistic influences and ideas
for their exhibition.
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"Theory of knowledge (TOK) was
particularly useful to me
because the lessons you learn
from it apply to all aspects of
life. You may not necessarily
need to know calculus or history
in your future career, but
knowing how to learn and
interpret information will
always be useful."
DANIEL

Daniel Perkins c/o 2011

Victoria Perkins c/o 2010

ALUMNI UPDATE

For siblings Victoria and Daniel Perkins, excellence
runs in the family. Both graduated from Clemens IB
program and have gone on to be pilots in the United
States Air Force. Father Gerald Perkins, SCUC board
board vice president, also served in the Air Force for 20
years.
When asked about the steps she had to take to become a
pilot, Victoria said, "You first have to commission to
become a pilot. This involves getting a bachelor's
degree and taking an oath to support and defend the
constitution. After commissioning, there is a physical
requirement to ensure that you are fit to fly and an
initial flight screening to see if you have an aptitude to
piloting. After that, you go to Undergraduate Pilot
Training. Once you become a rated pilot, you learn to
fly your major weapon system. This entire process after
the degree takes about eighteen months."
While Victoria said she always knew she wanted to be
an Air Force Pilot, Daniel said he picked it because "It
just seemed like an exciting way to spend a career and
see the world."
While both serve in the Air Force, Victoria's current job
is an Instructor Pilot and Weapons Officer, and Daniel
is a F-15 pilot. One of the learning traits in IB is
balance, and Daniel shares that he balances life by
working hard but playing harder.
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PERKINS

C/O

2011

In addition to flying jets, both Victoria and
Daniel teach others how to fly as well. This
gives them the unique opportunity to shape
the future for other pilots. "Before I started in
the F15, I was an instructor in the T38 training
aircraft, so I taught other people in the aircraft
how to fly before they moved on to their
specialized aircraft", said Daniel.
Being both student and teacher gives the pair
great insight into the things that helped make
them successful - among these things is the IB
program which has given both invaluable life
skills. Daniel shares, "(It taught me) work
ethic and attention to detail. Dealing with the
high standards of IB taught me how to succeed
in a career with similarly high standards."
Victoria echoes that sentiment. "(It taught me)
attention to detail, discipline, and putting in an
honest effort. In addition, I learned how to
understand the value of hard work and critical
thinking skills. All of these are skills that I
employ on a daily basis."
While students work hard within the IB
program, they know that their hard work will
pay off. Students who complete the program
say that it's worth it. Daniel shares, "It's a
difficult program to master. You probably
won't get all 7s on your tests, but you'll be more
prepared for college and the rest of your life
because of it."
Their hard work and dedication to both the IB
program and the Air Force has enabled
Victoria and Daniel Perkins to fly high.
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LEARNER OF THE MONTH
Trait:

Inquirer

The International Baccalaureate Program is known for
having 10 Learner Profile Traits that make its program
distinct from other higher education programs. IB
Students are Inquirers, Knowers, Thinkers,
Communicators, and Risk-Takers, who are Principled,
Open-Minded, Caring, Balanced, and Reflective.
September's trait is "Inquirer". According to IB, inquiring
students "nurture their curiosity, developing skills for
inquiry and research. They know how to learn
independently and with others. They learn with enthusiasm
and sustain their love of learning throughout life.””
Each month, the IB students and teachers vote on the
student who consistently displays this trait - not just in
September but each month. The student who has been
award with the Inquiring Learner Profile trait is Dalton
Lacy.
One of his peers said this of Dalton, "He’s always asking
questions in class, and is constantly pushing himself and the
people around him to be better learners."
Another peer shared, "He is always doing some sort of
learning (inside or outside of the classroom). He always
seems to be in a positive mood when learning new things."
A teacher recommending him by saying, "Dalton
demonstrates inquirer because he asks questions and is
willing to work with others to deepen his learning. In
addition, he approaches his learning with a sense of humor
that shows that he appreciates the educational experience
he is receiving."
October's learner profile trait of the month is "Balanced".
For more information about the learner profiles, click here.

Clarence Woods 2023 cohort

EXTRA-CURRICULAR EXTRAS!
Varsity Football
As a military family, Clarence Woods spent 6 years
stationed in Germany and 5.5 years station in South Korea.
When his family was stationed stateside, he was officially
introduced to South Texas football! He says, "When I first
came to the US, I was fascinated by the sport because it was
nothing like I've ever seen when we were stationed abroad. I
tried it out after a coach convinced me to and fell in love
with it." Ever since then, he has been practicing and playing
half-back and tight-end.
When asked what he's learned from football, Clarence
responds, "I've learned a variety of physical skills, but the
most important things I've learned from football are
mental. I've learned more about people's characters by how
they handle wins and loses. Through the triumphs of
victories and the great falls of defeat, one learns how to cope
with loss and how to act when victorious. One can compare
football to life: every down is a chance for you to gain or
lose yards or opportunities. The question that remains is
how will you, as a individual, will respond."
The same optimistic attitude that Clarence has for football
carries over to his work in IB. It can be difficult to juggle
the time commitments to both, but Clarence has some great
advice. He states, "I juggle both by utilizing my spare little
pockets of time. Even waiting for the bell to ring, you can
read a paragraph from the book or work on some work for
another class. Those small increments of time add up
through out the day."

Dalton Lacy c/o 2021
September 2021

If you catch a Clemens football game, look out for #32 who
is working hard both on the field and in the classroom.
Keep up the great work, Clarence!
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Jalen Hall and Johntae Elzie (2021 Cohort) volunteering for RACAP.

CAS CORNER

Creativity - Activity - Service
Creativity-Activity-Service (CAS) is one of the three essential elements that every student must complete as part of the IB
Diploma Program. The goal of CAS is to show students the benefits of Creativity, Activity and Service in their life as well as
for their community.
Service is one important component of CAS. It's even better when students are helping people within their own
community. Jalen Hall and Johntae Elzie (2021 cohort) recently volunteered to help at the The Randolph Area Christian
Assistance Program (RACAP) foodbank event. RACAP is an independent, non-profit emergency food pantry, based in
Schertz, TX and serves 9 different zip codes in the Randolph MetroCom area. When RACAP sent an email asking for
students to volunteer, Jalen and Johntae didn't hesitate to help. These students assisted in taking boxes out of the storage
unit, organizing the cans within them by dates, and re-shelving them by the year. Jalen says, "Being able to volunteer was a
great experience as we were able to help and assist others for a great cause."
For more information about CAS, please click here.

EXTENDED ESSAY (EE) EXHIBIT

As part of the IB diploma requirements, students are required to write a 4,000 word Extended
Essay over a topic which they are passionate about. When students are interested in a topic, they
are able to connect with the topic on a deeper level. It can even change human behavior!
For Vy Hoang, her passion is how humans impact their environment. Her EE is titled "The
dangerous increasing rates of biomagnification and humans’ activities in the aquatic ecosystem".
When asked why she picked this topic, Vy says, "The reason why I chose this topic for my EE is
because I really want to educate myself on how we humans constantly repeat the same
dangerous/risky mistakes during our daily activities to make a living which could eventually lead
to hurting the aquatic ecosystem and us."
During the process of writing her EE, Vy had her eyes opened to the many companies who make
products that are harmful to the environment. "I felt guilt when writing my EE when I realized
that I buy some products that have harmful toxic particles in their ingredients. These are safe to
humans, but not safe to the aquatic environment when going through the drain." Learning about
the negative impacts of human actions is exactly what we need to make the changes that we need
to make in order to help our planet. For more information about EE, please click here.
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Vy Hoang (2022 cohort)
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