April 2021

Vol. 4

THE IB UPDATE

The Official Newsletter of Samuel Clemens
International Baccalaureate Program

Look Out

WHAT'S GOING
ON IN IB
CLASSROOMS?

ALUMNI
UPDATE

LEARNER
OF THE
MONTH

EXTRA
CURRICULAR
UPDATES

CAS AND
EXTENDED
ESSAY

2

3

4

4

5

WELCOME TO THE IB UPDATE!
by Lauren Rollins - Assistant IB Coordinator
Welcome to the April edition of the Samuel Clemens International Baccalaureate newsletter!
Our goal is to keep all stakeholders (students, parents, SCUC community) apprised of the
amazing opportunities that are going on within the IB program here at Samuel Clemens. We
will publish this newsletter monthly and feature our current IB students as well as our IB
alumni. If you have any questions about the program or suggestions for the newsletter,
please email it to LRollins@scuc.txed.net
Thank you for your time!
Veronica Riordan and Lauren Rollins
IB Coordinator and Assistant IB coordinator
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Literature HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs. Rollins - Students
are finishing up the novel Perfume by Patrick Süskind, one of
the works in translation that we read this year. They will
then start preparing for their Individual Oral Commentary
speech that compares a global issue presented in two pieces
of literature that we read this year.
Literature HL for Seniors - taught by Ms. Riordan - Senior
English has been digging deeply into all things poetry,
especially Robert Browning, as we prepare to sit for our
Paper One exam in May. Students are gaining confidence in
their ability to analyze short pieces in a timed setting.

Kalyssa Gillespie (c/o 2022) and Sarah Wargo (c/o 2022)

WHAT'S GOING ON IN IB
CLASSROOMS IN THE
MONTH OF APRIL?
In April, students are preparing for their Oral
Commentaries in their foreign language class. In addition,
seniors are focusing on completing their CAS
requirements. Both groups are starting to dedicated to
reviewing and studying for their IB exams which will start
at the beginning of May.
In addition to lessons going on in the classroom, two of our
IB juniors, Kalyssa Gillespie and Sarah Wargo, were
selected for American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) Girls State!
According to their website, participating in this experience
will allow them an amazing week of learning focused on
"responsible citizenship, leadership, and love for God and
country. Students will participate in a weeklong
conference where they learn about the political process by
electing officials for all levels of state government and
actively running a mock government. ALA Girls State
delegates are a diverse group of young women with a
shared desire to learn and lead, and as such, they are keenly
interested in government and current events, and show
strong leadership abilities."
The first step in this process is being nominated by faculty.
From a list of twelve or so students, the teachers voted to
determine the top 4. Kalyssa and Sarah were chosen along
with 2 other young ladies from Clemens.
They will participate in the conference via zoom June 20June 25. Way to go, ladies! We look forward to seeing all
you learned be demonstrated your senior year on campus.
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IB Spanish - taught by Señor Hecox - Students practiced for,
and took, the Spanish IA this week. This is a 12-15 -minute
conversation in Spanish. They will now begin practicing for
their Paper 1 and Paper 2 tests that take place in May.
IB French - taught by Madame Alonso - Students recently
began discussing cultural diversity and racism. They read
Caribbean and Moroccan poetry and creole folktales.
IB History of the Americas HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs.
Baker - Students are covering the end of the 20th Century
and the beginning of the 21st century. Then students will
continue with Civil Rights and Social Movements with a
focus on the Chicano Movement.
IB History of the Americas HL for Seniors - taught by Mr.
Johnson - Students have been covering the in-depth
perspectives of the Cold War through an examination of the
American, Chinese, and Soviet actions during the Era. We
also completed a case study of Maoist China and its
transition to Modern concepts in Contemporary China. In
addition, we are examining Fidel Castro and Cuba's
transition to communism.
IB Math Applications - taught by Mrs. Smith - Students
completed the last unit over Calculus Integration and have
been focusing on getting ready for the exam. Students have
a review packet and will take a full mock IB Math Apps Test.
Biology HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs. Armstrong Students finished up their unit on human health and
physiology and are now learning about ecosystem health by
studying ecology. Each of them had to create their own
closed ecosystem, a mesocosm, which they will observe over
the next four weeks.
Biology HL for Seniors - taught by Mrs. Armstrong Students finished up their unit on human and animal
physiology recently, and they added to their experience by
performing a dissection of pregnant rats. They now enter
their study and test prep phase for their Biology exam.
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) for Seniors- taught by Mrs.
Mumme - TOK is in review mode. We have been watching
Crash Course videos to review for History of the Americas
and Biology.
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"The IB program enriched
my academic experience
and helped me to excel in
the classroom both at
Duke and UT."
KYRA

Kyra Lambert c/o 2015

ALUMNI UPDATE

Kyra Lambert is no stranger to hard work. She has spent
her life working towards and achieving her goals. With
each success, she sets her next goal just a little bit higher
than the previous goal.
While attending Samuel Clemens, Kyra was involved in
many extracurricular activities including IB and playing
basketball. After graduating from Clemens in 2015, Kyra
went on to attend and play collegiate basketball at Duke
University. She says of her time here at Samuel
Clemens, "The IB Program taught me time
management. This was one of the most valuable skills I
had transitioning into college, especially a high
academic institution like Duke. The tough assignments
and long papers in the IB program made Duke much
easier for me. I was able to prioritize certain assignments
and limit my procrastination as I balanced both being a
student and an athlete."
In March of 2017, while playing in the Women's NCAA
tournament for Duke, Kyra sustained what could have
been a career ending injury; she tore her ACL. To make
matters worse, over the next two years, she tore it a
second and third time. Some people might have let that
stop them from achieving their goals. But Kyra isn't
"some people". She says, "Perspective is everything. We
can’t control what life hands us, but we CAN control the
choices we make and how we respond. This game has
put me through the highest highs and my lowest lows,
and I don't regret any of it."
April 2021

LAMBERT

C/O

2015

After graduating from Duke University with
two degrees, one in Interdepartmental Cultural
Anthropology & Environmental Science and a
Master of Management Studies degree, Kyra
went on attend and play basketball for The
University of Texas at Austin.
Most recently she and her team played in the
NCAA Women's Final Four Tournament here
in San Antonio, Texas where they made it to
the Elite 8 round before falling short of their
goal to be in the final four. Reflecting on the
tournament, she says, "It was an experience
unlike any other. Being able to play in front of
my family, friends, and people that grew up
supporting me was a dream come true. The
support in this city is unmatched, and I felt
extremely blessed to be able to have all of my
people in the stands cheering me on."
She recently graduated from University of
Texas - Austin with a Master of Sport
Management. Her goal now is to play
basketball professionally and then transition to
the business side of sports or skill
development.
She recalls her time here at Clemens in the IB
program as a pivotal piece of her success. "It is
a challenging program, but it is absolutely
worth it. It prepared me for college in ways I
didn’t know I needed. It gave me all the tools I
needed to be successful as I was balancing
school and sport. Time management,
developing your weaknesses while also honing
your strengths, and limiting procrastination are
all things this program helped me with. There
are things I learned at Clemens that I still use
today."
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"Golf has taught me
that you cannot
give up no matter
how far behind you
are. There have
been many times
where after day
one, I am in 10th
place. The next day
shoot great and
end up winning."

LEARNER OF THE MONTH
Trait:

Knowledgeable

The International Baccalaureate Program is known for
having 10 Learner Profile Traits that make its program
distinct from other higher education programs. IB
Students are Inquirers, Knowers, Thinkers,
Communicators, and Risk-Takers, who are Principled,
Open-Minded, Caring, Balanced, and Reflective.
April's trait is "Knowledgeable". According to IB,
knowledgeable students "develop and use conceptual
understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of
disciplines. They engage with issues and ideas that have
local and global significance.”
Each month, the IB students and teachers vote on the
junior or senior who consistently displays this trait - not
just in April but each month. The student who has been
award with the Knowledgeable Learner Profile trait is
junior Sarah Wargo!
After teaching Sarah for two years in high school, Mrs.
Rollins said, "Sarah works hard and holds herself (and
others) to high standards. I've never seen her give less than
110% in her work. When she misses questions, she seeks to
understand WHY she missed the question - not why she
didn't get a 100."
Sarah is a leader in the classroom and is someone many of
her peers voted on. One peer stated, "She has
demonstrated this trait in today’s zoom. The way that she
included psychological case studies (knowledge from other
subjects) to answer an opinion question in an English class.
Not only just in this example, but throughout the years she
has shown herself to be knowledgeable."
May's learner profile trait of the month is "Reflective." For
more information about the learner profiles, click here.

KARINA

DURAN

C/O

20

Karina Duran c/o 2022

EXTRA-CURRICULAR EXTRAS!
Girls Varsity Golf
Seven years ago, when a friend invited IB junior Karina
Duran to play a game of golf with her, Karina had no idea
how much it would change her life. "It was basically love at
first swing. The golf course is my home away from home",
Karina shares.
Karina, who has won numerous awards including District
Champion twice (they didn't play district last year due to
Covid), has also been invited to play in many tournaments
and has committed to play a Division 1 University of
Incarnate Ward when she graduates.
When asked how it feels to be a female in a male dominated
sport, Karina said, "When I started playing golf, I was the
only girl out there. At first I hated it. There was no one like
me, and all the guys were so much better than me. My
coach forced me to go out and play with them even though
our skill levels were not even close. That was the best thing
that ever happened. I got more competitive and practiced a
lot because I wanted to beat them." Her advice to other
young girls out there is to not be scared to play with the
guys or people way better than you because they will raise
your level up. If you want to be the best, play with the best.
No stranger to putting in the hard work in golf, being in the
IB program and meeting deadlines for schoolwork and IA
and bigger projects is just as challenging. "I tend to do a lot
of work at night because I practice throughout the day. I try
to put as much effort into my school work as I do my golf
training."

Sarah Wargo c/o 2022
April 2021

Karina has advanced through all rounds of playoffs and will
compete in the state tournament on May 10th and 11th. As
they say in golf, go low or go home, Karina! Good luck!
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Mia Villanueva c/o 2021 - Art is for Everyone CAS project that taught special needs students how to create art for a mural

CAS CORNER

Creativity - Activity - Service
Creativity-Activity-Service (CAS) is one of the three essential elements that every student must complete as part of the IB
Diploma Program. The goal of CAS is to show students the benefits of Creativity, Activity and Service in their life as well as
for their community.
When tasked with doing a month long CAS project that is collaborative in nature, senior Mia Villanueva c/o 2021 knew she
wanted to teach special needs students how to create art. Dubbed "Art is for Everyone", Mia created lesson plans where
each day students drew a different picture. Topics ranged from drawing: an ocean scene, favorite animal, a portrait of
Frida Kahlo, and various outdoor scenes. Mia said, "I gave the kids a full blank paper. After they drew and created their
own pictures, I cut out the feathers from their finished artwork." Then she pieced the best art samples together to make a
colorful butterfly wing collage. "It made me really proud to see all of the students' work up and creating a beautiful piece of
art!" The mural is on the wall by the art classrooms B234.
For more information about CAS, please click here.

EXTENDED ESSAY (EE) EXHIBIT

Around the time that the novel Corona Virus hit America last year, senior Eric Demore c/o 2021
was just being introduced to the Extended Essay and eventually he had to pick a topic. Students
are always encouraged to pick things that they are passionate about or have a genuine curiosity
about. Eric was interested in investing money in the stock market. He says, "While I was
researching the best indexes to invest in, I noticed the drastic change between these three indexes
following the Coronavirus, and I was curious to find the correlation."
Eric decided to write his EE on "To what extent did the Coronavirus pandemic have a different
impact on stock indexes, such as the S&P 500, Dow Jones Industrial Average, or the NASDAQ."
According to Eric, one of the most difficult parts about conducting the EE was finding a way to
compile and calculate the value of the indexes on such a large scale. However, once he found a
way to use excel commands to speed up the process, it was a much easier task to tackle.

Eric Demore c/o 2021

When asked to reflect on his IB education, he says, "One of the most valuable skills IB has taught
me is how to work hard. In IB, there is no easy route out- there's no effortless A’s on essays, no
passing quizzes without studying. The ability to work hard not only in school, but in every aspect
of life, is the most rewarding skill there is."
For more information about EE, please click here.
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