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WELCOME TO THE IB UPDATE!
by Lauren Rollins - Assistant IB Coordinator
Welcome to the March edition of the Samuel Clemens International Baccalaureate
newsletter! Our goal is to keep all stakeholders (students, parents, SCUC community)
apprised of the amazing opportunities that are going on within the IB program here at
Samuel Clemens. We will publish this newsletter monthly and feature our current IB
students as well as our IB alumni. If you have any questions about the program or
suggestions for the newsletter, please email it to LRollins@scuc.txed.net
Thank you for your time!
Veronica Riordan and Lauren Rollins
IB Coordinator and Assistant IB coordinator
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Literature HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs. Rollins - Students
are finishing up their Robert Frost poetry analysis unit. Then
they start reading the novel Perfume by Patrick Suskind.
Literature HL for Seniors - taught by Ms. Riordan Students are currently reading A Thousand Splendid Suns by
Khaled Hosseini, a novel set in Afghanistan before enduring
the Russian occupation and the rule by the Taliban. In
keeping with IB's purpose on global perspectives, students
will gain an appreciation of the struggles of gender and class
in the Middle East.
IB Spanish - taught by Señor Hecox - Students researched a
Spanish-speaking country, then compared and contrasted it
Peyton Russell & Sarah Wargo (c/o 2022) dissecting sheep hearts with the U.S. in terms of the battle with Covid this past year.
They looked at the restrictions like mask-wearing and
curfews, attitudes of people towards said restrictions and
effects on mental health.

WHAT'S GOING ON IN IB
CLASSROOMS IN THE
MONTH OF MARCH?

In March, the seniors at Samuel Clemens International
Baccalaureate Program have two significant essays to turn
in to IB for scoring. One is the Theory of Knowledge
(TOK) essay which will be described here. The other is the
Extended Essay which is discussed on page 5.
TOK is a pivotal class for the IB program. It provides an
opportunity for students to reflect on the nature of
knowledge, and on how we know what we claim to know.
Additionally, it aims to make students aware of the
interpretative nature of knowledge, including personal
ideological biases. TOK also provides coherence for the
student, by linking academic subject areas as well as
transcending them.
For TOK, juniors meet once a week during Buff Time to
start their engagement with TOK curriculum. Seniors have
a dedicated class during the day for TOK.
A large portion of the TOK score is a 1,600 word essay over
one of six prompts. Three of the prompts are below:
- “Labels are a necessity in the organization of knowledge,
but they also constrain our understanding.” Discuss this
statement with reference to two areas of knowledge.
- “Statistics conceal as much as they reveal.” Discuss this
claim with reference to two areas of knowledge.
- “Areas of knowledge are most useful in combination with
each other.” Discuss this claim with reference to two areas
of knowledge.

IB History of the Americas HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs.
Baker - Students have been investigating the Cold War
policy at home in the United States and abroad.
IB History of the Americas HL for Seniors - taught by Mr.
Johnson - Students learned about the effect of the Great
Depression on the Americas and examined the rise of
Russian Communism.
IB Math Applications - taught by Mrs. Smith - Students
started working Riemann Sums to estimate the area under a
curve. Reimann sums are the start of our final unit of study
in Calculus over integration or anti-derivatives.
Biology HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs. Armstrong Students are studying the body systems, specifically the
digestive, respiratory and cardiovascular systems. They used
string to measure out the length of their digestive systems
and then simulated digestion by crushing food with
enzymes in a simulated stomach. They modeled ventilation
in the lungs using cups and balloons, and ended with a
dissection of sheep hearts.
Biology HL for Seniors - taught by Mrs. Armstrong Students are finalizing their Biology IAs. Then they learned
about the immune system and blood typing. They finished
out the unit by working as lab technicians determining blood
type of several "blood" samples.
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) for Seniors- taught by Mrs.
Mumme - Now that the EE is done, TOK time is dedicated
to a study hall format. Students are spending the time
reading their novels for English, studying for IB Math
applications, putting the finishing touches on their
Psychology papers, and studying for their biology and
history coursework.

Now that essays are finished and submitted, students can
focus on studying for exams in May. More info on TOK is
here.
March 2021
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"The cliche statement that "high school
has the best years of your life" is not
entirely untrue, but it is what you do &
who you are with that makes them the
best. Make friends & have fun, because
your early adult life may not have
enough room for fun as you start getting
settled into a post-high school life."
JACKSON

Jackson Mumme c/o 2019

ALUMNI UPDATE

Jackson Mumme, Samuel Clemens IB alumni, Class of
2019, is flying high right now with his goals of becoming a
pilot.
Jackson is currently a student at Angelo State University
where he is double majoring in Intelligence Security
Studies and Analysis, and History. He plans on graduating
in 2023, and then will join the Air Force.
He was recently accepted to the "You Can Fly" Program of
the Department of the Air Force, Air University. This is a
$3,500 scholarship program awarded to AS 100/200/300
cadets. There he will complete his private ground school
and 15 hours of flight time.
When asked about his time at Samuel Clemens, Jackson
said that Mr. Johnson was the most influential IB teacher
for him. Mr. Johnson teaches History of the Americas to
seniors. Jackson says, "Mr. Johnson not only taught me
history, but how to listen to a teacher and understand what
they mean when they give a lesson. Not everything has
clear-cut answers, and sometimes words fail to give proper
meaning. The way that Mr. Johnson taught the material
and talked made it possible to understand."
Despite all the changes that have gone on at Clemens
during his 4 years here, with campus renovations and
construction, and all of the changes that Jackson has
experienced since he has grown then and now in college,
Jackson still looks back on his time here fondly.
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In addition, he still volunteers his time to
help others who are in the same spot that he
once was. In January, he signed up to speak
to the current IB students in during the
Annual IB Homecoming meeting where IB
alumni share with current IB students their
experiences in the IB program while in high
school and their college experiences.
It's a time of reflection and also time to
volunteer advice to the younger cohorts.
He says, "Any one who thinks they should
join IB definitely should. It teaches you not
only your classwork, but also how to manage
your time, and complete assignments
correctly the first time. IB may be difficult,
but the projects that you have to do are
valuable teaching tools for when you join
college and have to do similar amounts of
work in less time."
Given that his future is leading him towards
being a pilot in the Air Force, Jackson
recognizes how ethics and choices he makes
now can impact his future. He cautions
teens, "Don't do anything stupid, don't say
anything stupid, and watch what you put on
social media. I know this sounds cliche, but it
is honestly one of the most impactful things
right now. I know stories of people that got
dropped from ROTC because of posts they
made online. They will never be officers in
the Air Force now because of what they said.
What you say, do, and show others can and
will affect your future, and often it is not in
positive ways."
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LEARNER OF THE
MONTH
Trait:

Principled

The International Baccalaureate Program is known for
having 10 Learner Profile Traits that make its program
distinct from other higher education programs. IB
Students are Inquirers, Knowers, Thinkers,
Communicators, and Risk-Takers, who are Principled,
Open-Minded, Caring, Balanced, and Reflective.
March's trait is "Principled". According to IB, principled
students "act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense
of fairness and justice, and with respect for the dignity and
rights of people everywhere. They take responsibility for
their actions and their consequences.”
Each month, the IB students and teachers vote on the
junior or senior who consistently displays this trait - not
just in March but each month. The student who has been
award with the Communicator Learner Profile trait is
senior Alicia Alonso!
Many of her peers who voted for used adjectives like
responsible, fair, and hardworking. One student said, "Alicia is
traditionally one of the more level headed people in IB
Class of 2021 and is a very responsible student. She also
helps the rest of the class stay on track. She is an example
person when it comes to principles." These are exactly the
traits that IB strives to prompt within it's program. We are
proud to have Alicia represent the school and our program
so well!
April's learner profile trait of the month is "Knowledgeable."
For more information about the learner profiles, click here.

Rhett Davis c/o 2022

Kalyssa Gillespie c/o 2022

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
EXTRAS!
Track and Field
Track and Field is a popular sport for IB students.
Currently, Rhett Davis (junior) runs the 1600m and
3200m for Varsity. Kalyssa Gillespie (junior) runs the
4x100m Relay, 4x200m Relay, 100m Dash for JV.
Danielle Stephenson-Pino (senior) does long jump and
triple jump for Varsity (pictured on page 1).
When asked how they balance doing IB with Track, all
three voiced that getting work done early was imperative
to being successful at both. "I endeavor to complete
some of my work early so that I will not have a lot of
homework to do on the night of the meet. I also utilize
Buff Time (to work)," says Kalyssa Gillespie.
"I am able to balance the IB workload and track because
as soon as track practice is over I go home and do my
homework," says Danielle Stephenson-Pino. Planning is
also an important skill to have. She adds, "I have also
been able to plan accordingly to my track schedule.
Rhett Davis says that running long distances helps him in
life "I have learned how to better persevere through
tough situations by keeping my mind fixed on my goals
while eliminating outside hindrances."

Alicia Alonso c/o 2021
March 2021

All three students have placed at various track meets a
combined total of 15 times . In addition, Rhett and
Danielle hope to advance to area once district track meets
are over. Good luck to all three!
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Various freshmen and sophomore students who are signed up to take IB compete in our teambuilding event.

CAS CORNER

Creativity - Activity - Service
Creativity-Activity-Service (CAS) is one of the three essential elements that every student must complete as part of the IB
Diploma Program. The goal of CAS is to show students the benefits of Creativity, Activity and Service in their life as well as
for their community.
One CAS opportunity that junior Sarah Wargo completed this month was to create and facilitate a fun team building
activity for the current freshmen and sophomores who have signed up to take IB. The goal is for the students to begin
getting to know their IB cohort and build bonds and friendships before they start IB their junior year. Sarah's CAS idea was
to use plastic cups in a variety of games. The first was a cup stacking competition with other team members (pictured on
page 1). The next event was a "Simon Says" meets "Musical Chairs" version of a cup grab. Students started in groups of 6
until there was one winner in each group. Then we had all the winners compete for an ultimate winner while students
cheered them on. After the fun competition played out, students built a giant cup pyramid and balanced cups on their
heads. During this time, students were able to make some memories and have fun. The current junior IB students were
also there to be leaders and to help answer questions the younger cohorts had thereby growing their mentorship skills.
For more information about CAS, please click here.

EXTENDED ESSAY (EE)

March is a big month for seniors in the IB program! One major component of the IB program is to write an Extended Essay.
The process begins at the end of their junior year and continues until March of their senior year when EE's are due.
During that time frame, students will: pick a topic, select an academic advisor to mentor them, generate research questions,
conduct research on their topic, write out the essay, meet with advisor to collect feedback, and improve essay based on
feedback. Students will learn and refine the skills it takes to complete an independent research project from start to finish.
While they are working on this task, they will meet several times with their academic advisor who is a teacher on campus in
the category subject the student has picked. This advisor is there to help facilitate the process, provide guidance and
suggestions on ways to strengthen the essay. Finally, the advisor will conduct a viva voce interview (Latin for with "living
voice") to ask the students questions about what they learned from this process. This is a way of the students being able to
reflect upon the work, the research process, and how the student has grown from this experience.
The EE's are sent off to IB to be graded. They are evaluated in 5 main criteria sections: Focus and method, Knowledge and
understanding, Critical thinking, Presentation, and Engagement. For more information about EE, please click here.
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