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WELCOME TO THE IB UPDATE!
by Lauren Rollins - Assistant IB Coordinator
Welcome to the February edition of the Samuel Clemens International Baccalaureate
newsletter! Our goal is to keep all stakeholders (students, parents, SCUC community)
apprised of the amazing opportunities that are going on within the IB program here at
Samuel Clemens. We will publish this newsletter monthly and feature our current IB
students as well as our IB alumni. If you have any questions about the program or
suggestions for the newsletter, please email it to LRollins@scuc.txed.net
Thank you for your time!
Veronica Riordan and Lauren Rollins
IB Coordinator and Assistant IB coordinator

PAGE 1

Literature HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs. Rollins - Students
are diving into the poetry unit by analyzing 16 poems by
Robert Frost. After analyzing the poems, they are creating
speeches or writing about their ideas to strengthen their
communication skills.
Literature HL for Seniors - taught by Ms. Riordan Students are putting the finishing touches on their 12001500 word essay before sending it off to IB in March. We
have also finished reading the novel Chronicle of a Death
Foretold and worked with a partner to present their analysis
of various motifs to the rest of the class.

Madison Mullins c/o 2022

Antoine Dela Cerna c/o 2022

WHAT'S GOING ON IN IB
CLASSROOMS IN THE
MONTH OF FEBRUARY?

In February, the Samuel Clemens International
Baccalaureate Program is focusing on completing course
plans on each and every junior, sophomore, freshman and
8th grader who has applied for the IB program. Ms.
Riordan and Mrs. Rollins meet in person or via zoom with
all 100 students to discuss their goals and their needs for
the 2021-2022 school year. This meeting ensures that they
take the necessary courses required to meet the state of
Texas graduation requirements as well as the necessary
courses for the International Baccalaureate Diploma
Program requirements.

In addition, students experienced an unexpected snow
week in February when an average of 2-4 inches of snow
fell in the SCUC district on multiple days. Students were
immersed in a winter wonderland! IB students were able to
enjoy the unique experience of snowball fights and
building snowmen in South Texas. IB is about students
being exposed to new experiences, so IB would love that
the students get to revel in this new weather.

IB Spanish - taught by Señor Hecox - Students are learning
in Spanish about the differences in this and other countries
between people who eat too much and people who don't
have enough to eat and how both are bad for one's health.
IB History of the Americas HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs.
Baker - students are analyzing how the United States is
emerging as a world power during the first half of the 20th
Century.
IB History of the Americas HL for Seniors - taught by Mr.
Johnson - Students are in the final stages of the Historic
Investigation. They are conducting an in-depth examination
of the Great Depression and its impact upon the Americas.
IB Math Applications - taught by Mrs. Smith - Students are
working on derivatives to find the equations of tangent lines,
identify graph attributes, and sketch a function graph.
Derivatives can be used to show real-world relationships
between position, velocity, and acceleration, or for
optimization in manufacturing applications.
Biology HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs. Armstrong Students are starting on human body systems by learning
about the digestive system and simulating mechanical and
chemical digestion in the lab.
Biology HL for Seniors - taught by Mrs. Armstrong Students just finished evolution and diving deeper into
speciation and how it happens. They are now reviewing
human body systems and taking one day each week to focus
on IAs and EEs to help alleviate their stress levels.
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) for Seniors- taught by Mrs.
Mumme - Students have submitted their final drafts of their
1,600 word essay for teacher feedback. The students had to
pick one of the Prescribed Titles in one of these areas of
knowledge: Ethics, The Natural Sciences, The Human
Sciences, Mathematics, History, The Arts. This essay counts
as 67% of their total score in TOK.

KALYSSA GILLESPIE C/O 2022
February 2021

PAGE 2

"Take the time to learn
the language and
immerse yourself in the
culture- it will be worth
it!"
KENZIE

Kenzie Caldwell c/o 2018

Kenzie Caldwell working in
Ecuador with prosthetics

ALUMNI UPDATE

When Kenzie Caldwell signed up to do the International Baccalaureate
Program at Samuel Clemens High School, she didn't realize that taking
four years of Spanish would impact her life all these years later:but it has.
Kenzie Caldwell graduated from the IB Program from Samuel Clemens
in 2018. She then went on to study at Colorado State University. While
there, she decided to minor in Spanish. She says, "I loved IB Spanish
with Señor Hecox and wanted to keep up with my Spanish skills in
college." These skills were so proficient that she started taking 300-400
level Spanish courses in her first semester of college. She also started
taking courses for her major in Biomedical Science.
When she saw a study abroad opportunity that combined her passion for
health/wellness with Spanish, she knew she wanted to apply. With this in
mind, she traveled to Quito, Ecuador with a group of students from
Colorado State University. The goal of the trip was to work with patients
to provide free prosthetic limbs and rehabilitation in the under-served
community. "I was one of the only Spanish-speaking students on the trip,
and I was able to communicate and form friendships with the patients
and locals." Kenzie shared that speaking with the patients and bonding
with them made the experience so much more rewarding.
Since then, Kenzie has continued to pursue her passions. "It was so
inspiring to see the patients gain their mobility and independence back,
which motivated me to work with adaptive athletes when I got back
home." She has had amazing opportunities working with wounded
warriors at the Center for Intrepid. She is also now a Certified Adaptive
& Inclusive Personal Trainer so that she can train those with physical and
intellectual disabilities. In the summer of 2021, she will participate in an
internship in Denver at an adaptive athlete gym for those with spinal
cord injuries, MS, and stroke victims.
She credits all of this to her Spanish skills and her ability to genuinely
connect with the patients on her study abroad.
February 2021

CALDWELL

C/O

2018

"I have had amazing opportunities and found
something that I love." Her Spanish skills also
opened up the opportunity for her to teach
Spanish to third-grade students. "I was able to work
with both native and non-native Spanish speaking
students and loved practicing my Spanish in a
different setting."
One requirement of the International
Baccalaureate Program is that students must take 4
years of a foreign language. While this can seem
daunting at first, students truly do learn to become
extremely proficient in a foreign language in all
areas: speaking, listening, reading and writing.
When asked about the benefits of learning a
foreign language in depth, Kenzie says, "I know
Señor Hecox's classes are challenging and take a lot
of effort, but they really do pay off. He truly cares
about his student's success and wants them to reach
their fullest potential."
According to a myriad of scholarly articles on the
effects of being bilingual, the benefits are:
increased cognitive abilities, improved awareness
of other world cultures, an increased sense of
empathy, and it gives students a competitive edge
across all job markets.
When asked what advice she would give current IB
students, Kenzie says ,"There were a lot of times in
IB where I doubted myself and didn't think I could
do it, but looking back now I am so grateful that I
was part of the IB program. The teachers are
amazing and I made life-long friends with my 'IB
family'. IB is not easy. It's a challenge, and it takes
a lot of hard work and dedication, but it is 100%
worth it. You will be doing your future self a huge
favor by joining IB!"
Kenzie Caldwell will graduate from Colorado State
University in May 2021. She wants to be a Physical
Therapist , so she is applying to Doctorate of
Physical Therapy programs this summer. Muy
buena, Kenzie. ¡Brava!
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LEARNER OF THE MONTH
Trait:

Communicators

The International Baccalaureate Program is known for having
10 Learner Profile Traits that make its program distinct from
other higher education programs. IB Students are Inquirers,
Knowers, Thinkers, Communicators, and Risk-Takers, who are
Principled, Open-Minded, Caring, Balanced, and Reflective.
Each month, we will select and honor one current IB student
who has been demonstrating the Learner Profile Trait of the
month. February's trait is "Communicator". According to IB,
communicators "express themselves confidently and
creatively in more than one language and in many ways. They
collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives
of other individuals and groups.”
Each month, the IB students and teachers vote on the junior or
senior who consistently displays this trait not just in February
but each month. The student who has been award with the
Communicator Learner Profile trait is senior Mason Mumme!
She was nominated by multiple teachers and several of her
peers.
Ms. Riordan says of her, "Mason is an excellent communicator
in many ways. Her writing strikes a balance between art and
clarity - it is not only effective, but also engaging. In addition,
she has been a wonderful facilitator among her cohort to make
sure everyone is "in the loop". She worked to keep students
engaged over the summer through text messaging and zooms.
Mason is one of the reasons this cohort works so well
together."
March's learner profile trait of the month is Principled. For
more information about the learner profiles, click here.

Alicia Alonso c/o 2021

Christabel Thompson c/o 2021

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
EXTRAS!
Girls Varsity Soccer Team
Seniors Alicia Alonso and Christabel Thompson know
how to work the soccer field and the IB classroom.
Both girls are team captains and center midfielders for
the girls varsity soccer team.
Alicia Alonso says, "For me soccer is played beyond the
field. It teaches me to rely on discipline rather than
motivation to be successful." This same discipline is
what allows her to balance both IB coursework and
playing on the varsity team and excel at both.
When asked how she juggles both, Christabel
Thompson says, "I keep an organized list of all of my
assignments, and I start by completing the small tasks
and then moving on to the larger tasks. When I am
playing soccer, I use that as my time to relax away
from my schoolwork."
While balancing both is not easy, it's clear to see that
the lessons learned on the field and in the classroom
compliment each other and serve to strengthen the
education both girls are receiving.

"Honored with the position
of a team captain, soccer
has taught me to lead with
servant leadership."
Mason Mumme c/o 2021
February 2021
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Jesse James Guiterrez, Kalyssa Gillespie, Rhianna Roberts, and Madison Mullins c/o 2022

CAS CORNER

Creativity - Activity - Service
Creativity-Activity-Service (CAS) is one of the three essential elements that every student must complete as part of the IB
Diploma Programme. The goal of CAS is to show students the benefits of Creativity, Activity and Service in their life as
well as their community.
This month we are featuring Kalyssa Gillespie, Jesse James Gutierrez, Madison Mullins, and Rhianna Roberts for their
service experience helping to create and distribute educational materials for Black History Month. These IB students are a
part of the group #BlackHistoryMatters. Each week, these IB students created informational slides that covered the
following topics: influential Black women, historical Black figures, important Black inventors, and Black activists. These
profiles of Black leaders have been read daily over the announcement and on the TVS for the entire month of February.
Kalyssa Gillespie voiced, "I want to include historical figures that resemble my features and complexion into our history."
Madison Mullins added, "Being able to spread the accomplishments and history of many African-Americans that have got
many minorities to where they are today, needed to be done and shared (with our peers)." Rhianna Roberts explains why
she chose Black women by saying, "It was important to highlight black women within the slideshow because their
accomplishments have been historically glossed over." For more information about CAS, please click here.

EXTENDED ESSAY (EE)

Extended Essay (EE) is one of the three essential elements that every student must complete as part
of the IB Diploma Programme. It is an independent, self-directed piece of research, finishing with
a 4,000-word paper focused on a topic that the student develops in a subject that he or she is most
passionate about. For Zoë McHodgkins (c/o 2020), that passion is French literarute.
Zoë, who speaks English and French fluently and continues to study German, wrote her EE over
"How did the different ethnic perspectives between the French and the Algerians influence the
writing of The Stranger by Albert Camus?” This research paper was written entirely in French
which made the task even more challenging. When asked about what advice she'd give to students
who are currently working on their EE, she says, "Find something that you really love so you don’t
get tired of it. Make a plan of how you’re going to tackle it."
Many times, a student's EE can assist them in college as well. Zoë, who is planning on attending
American University in Paris in fall of 2021, says, "It’s also allowed me to get out of a lot of
nonsense classes in college, as well as helping me to get more scholarships at the French university
I’m attending." For more information about EE, please click here.
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Zoë McHodgkins c/o 2020
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