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WELCOME TO THE IB UPDATE!
by Lauren Rollins - IB Coordinator

Welcome to the October edition of the Samuel Clemens International Baccalaureate
newsletter! Our goal is to keep all stakeholders (students, parents, SCUC
community) apprised of the amazing opportunities that are going on within the IB
program here at Samuel Clemens. We will publish this newsletter monthly and
feature our current IB students as well as our IB alumni. If you have any questions
about the program or suggestions for the newsletter, please email it to
LRollins@scuc.txed.net
Thank you for your time!
Lauren Rollins
IB Coordinator
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Logan Michael, Clarence Woods, Jesse James Gutierrez, Samantha Fuentes, and Madison Mullins show off their creations that they
are working on for their IB Visual Art class.

WHAT'S GOING ON IN IB
CLASSROOMS IN THE
MONTH OF OCTOBER?
IB Literature HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs. Rollins Students completed a research project on Sri Lanka, the
setting of our next novel. They began reading the
memoir Running in the Family by Michael Ondaatje.
IB Literature HL for Seniors - taught by Ms. Willis Senior English has been focused on creating critical lens
presentations analyzing Shakespeare’s The Merchant of
Venice. Now they are reading and analyzing Wide Sargasso
Sea.

IB Math Applications - taught by Mrs. Smith - Students
finished their study of statistics and probability. We have
moved on to study a short unit learning about the patterns
of sequences and determining series sums. We are now
starting functional characteristics and parent function
attributes.
IB Biology HL for Juniors - taught by Mrs. Armstrong Students have spent time learning about cells and cell
theory, why cells are more efficient when they are small,
how stem cells can be used for different therapies, and how
cell membranes maintain homeostasis in the cell.
IB Biology HL for Seniors - taught by Mrs. Armstrong Students just finished up learning about enzymes and their
role in metabolism. For the next several days, they will be
the teachers as they teach their peers about molecular
biology using slide shows, demonstrations, and handouts
on such aspects as biomolecules, properties of water, cell
membrane structure, and biomolecules and health.

IB History of the Americas HL for Juniors - taught by
Mrs. Baker - Students have covered the U.S. during the
first part of the 1800's as the nation is building its national
identity. We are tackling paper 3 and working on our
"practice" IAs.

IB Theory of Knowledge (TOK) for Seniors- taught by
Mrs. Mumme - Students have been finishing up the unit
on Mathematics, looking at how math is still being
produced; it is not a static area of knowledge. We have
discussed the concept of math as invented or discovered
and looked at ways math is a language.

IB History of the Americas HL for Seniors - taught by
Mrs. Frink - Students have begun the study of revolutions
and have been diligently working through the Internal
Assessment process. Students have chosen their topics and
questions and are now doing their research as well as
writing.

IB Spanish - taught by Señor Hecox - Students have been
learning tricks to taking the IB Spanish reading test, such as
copying from the text for your answer and learning when
to not write in complete sentences because it is a timed
exam.

IB Anthropology - taught by Mrs. Baker - Students have
been focusing on our Area of Inquiry: Conflict through the
lens of feminism. We are also looking at rituals specifically
Dia De Los Muertos and are constructing Ofrendas.

IB Visual Art - taught by Mr. Lewis - Students have focused
on finalizing their first Resolved Works of art for their
exhibitions, researching Prehistoric Art from the Paleolithic
and Neolithic periods, and applying learned concepts to
their own body of work.
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"IB helped ingrain a longterm planning mindset that
I used throughout college
and medical school."
GLEN

Dr. Glen Francisco - IB class of c/o 2011

ALUMNI UPDATE

Glen Francisco, IB graduate class of 2011, knows how
important IB can be to help ingrain a long-term planning
mindset. Glen graduated Samuel Clemens in 2011; from
there, he graduated with a BA from Cornell University
and with his MD from the University of Texas Medical
Branch.
In his second year of residency as a psychiatrist, he says
that he became interested in neuroscience and
neurobiology while in medical school. "I knew that I
wanted to have a career in which I could combine
neuroscience with working directly and closely with
people to help them with their unique problems." While
working with people with their own mental health issues
can present challenges, Glen finds great enjoyment in his
work. As with everything else, the Covid-19 Pandemic
has impacted his work as well. "The most challenging
part is not being able to see patients in person. We were
able to adapt to telephonic or video appointments fairly
early and easily, but you lose the personal connection."
Glen shares.
The IB program teaches students how to manage their
time effectively in order to complete the major
components of the IB diploma program. These include
Individual Assessments (IA's) essays, presentations,
science experiments, and acquiring a second language
among the most important. Each component has its own
set of requirements and each requires learning specific
skills that help build the entire student academically.
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Glen says, "I picked up skills related to
planning and studying during my time in the
International Baccalaureate Program that
have helped to carry me through both school
and my career in medicine. I remember
learning some analytical and critical thinking
skills through my English classes that have
helped me even to this day."
When asked what type of student should join
IB, he responds, "Those students who are
dedicated to their own learning. If you are
interested in getting a holistic education
experience that will set you up well for college
in any field, then you should join IB."
Glen has fantastic advice for any current IB
students. "First and foremost, take care of
yourself! Always listen to what your body and
mind needs while you are in school trying to
figure out what you want to do in life. Keep an
open mind about what you’d like to study/do;
don't be afraid to try something totally
different or new."
Glen Francisco has cultivated a mentorship
mentality. Because of this, he encourages
anyone to reach out to him with any
questions. If students are curious about a
career in medicine, or have questions about
medical school, or have questions about the
process needed to apply for medical school,
they should reach out to him. He is more
than willing to help the future of the medical
profession. If you are interested in contacting
Glen, please email Mrs. Rollins at
LRollins@scuc.txed.net to get his information.
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LEARNER OF THE MONTH
Trait:

Balanced

The International Baccalaureate Program is known for
having 10 Learner Profile Traits that make its program
distinct from other higher education programs. IB
Students are Inquirers, Knowers, Thinkers,
Communicators, and Risk-Takers, who are Principled,
Open-Minded, Caring, Balanced, and Reflective.
October's trait is "Balanced". According to IB, balanced
students "understand the importance of balancing different
aspects of their lives— intellectual, physical, and emotional
—to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. ”
Each month, the IB students and teachers vote on the
student who consistently displays this trait - not just in
October but year round. The student who has been award
with the Inquiring Learner Profile trait is junior Clarence
Woods (2023 cohort).
One peer said, "I know Clarence has it hard at times with
varsity football. He literally has to run from Biology almost
daily to get to practice on time. This is not to mention the
weekly games he plays in. He still manages to balance all
these things quite well with his academics. From just being
around him, you can hardly tell that he was feels any
pressure while doing any of it."
Clarence is able to balance working hard in the classroom
with working hard on the field. Another peer nominated
him saying, "Clarence balances being in IB with being a
varsity football player. I understand how much work that
can be, and I respect him for it."
November's learner profile trait of the month is "Thinker".
For more information about the learner profiles, click here.

Braelyn Ramirez 2023 cohort

EXTRA-CURRICULAR EXTRAS!
Color Guard
When Braelyn Ramirez was looking for something to keep
her busy and active in high school, she learned about Color
Guard. This struck an interest within her, so she joined. As
a junior now, she is in a leadership position as the lieutenant
for Color Guard.
Three years later, she says, "I have learned perseverance
from being on guard. At times, it can be very difficult but if
you work hard and practice, you will look amazing when
performing. Being a lieutenant has taught me patience and
how to handle stress. I have also learned a lot of cool tricks
on flag and rifle."
Although practicing takes up a lot of her time, it all becomes
worth it when it's performance time. "Being under the
Friday night lights and showing everybody what you can do
is such an amazing feeling," Braelyn says.
When asked how she balances an IB workload and Color
Guard, she says that time management and planning is key.
The most difficult part about being in Color Guard is the
amount of time it takes. Braelyn juggles early morning
practices and late nights performances and a full workload.
"I have to think to myself 'if I have practice Tuesday night
and a game Thursday night, then I have to do my
homework on Monday and Wednesday.' " Planning ahead
is crucial to getting it all done on time.

Clarence Woods c/o 2023
October 2021

Even though it takes time, effort, and energy, Braelyn
shares that she loves what she does. "The people in Color
Guard are like a family to me. Even though, like most
families, we have our trials and tribulations, in the end I
know they will have my back." There is no greater feeling
than being supported during your high school experience!
PAGE 4

From left: Johntae Elzie, Jamera Storoy, Rhianna Roberts, Kalyssa Gillespie, Jason Parrish Osburn, Jesse James Gutierrez, Logan Michael, and
Braelyn Ramirez all volunteering for recruitment for the IB program at the Elective Expo fairs at Corbett and Dobie Junior High Schools.

CAS CORNER

Creativity - Activity - Service
Creativity-Activity-Service (CAS) is one of the three essential elements that every student must complete as part of the IB
Diploma Program. The goal of CAS is to show students the benefits of Creativity, Activity and Service in their life as well as
for their community.
In order to help the IB program grow and recruit more students to the program, a few of our IB students went to the
elective expos at Dobie JHS and Corbett JHS. There, Johntae Elzie, Kalyssa Gillespie, Logan Michael, Jamera Storoy,
Braelyn Ramirez, and Rhianna Roberts talked to current 8th graders about the benefits of doing the IB program. The 8th
grade students were able to ask questions and get a real perspective from actual IB students which can be an invaluable
conversation to have.
The students were able to talk about gaining college credit, learning so many useful skills that apply to college and beyond,
and the benefit of having a built in friendship with the rest of their cohort.
For more information about CAS, please click here.

EXTENDED ESSAY (EE) EXHIBIT

As part of the IB diploma requirements, students are required to write a 4,000 word Extended
Essay over a topic which they are passionate about.
Kalyssa Gillespie has always had a passion for watching black films and films with black lead
actors. This passion is what lead her to conduct her research on "How has the perception of
African Americans determined the way that they are portrayed on television?"
When writing their EE, students must conduct research from existing knowledge. However, this
isn't always easy. Kalyssa says, "One challenge I have faced is not being able to find a lot of
research to support my argument and needing to use examples of movies that I have seen. There
is research about the history of blackface and television, but -as of now- a lot about my argument
and how our representation has changed."
Knowing that she still has a few more months before her essay is officially sent off to IB for
grading, Kalyssa says she has learned many skills already such as "time management, spacing out
the work for a long essay and having fun with a topic."

Kalyssa Gillespie (2022 cohort)

For more information about EE, please click here.
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